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UNITED IN CREATIVITY:

AMERICA 250
YOUTH CONTEST

In 2026, the United States of America is celebrating 250 years of independence.
To honor this historic milestone, the Monroe County America 250 Committee invites
students to participate in the America250 Youth Contest. This country-wide
contest encourages young people to reflect on our nation’s past, present, and
future—and what it means to be an American today.

Students are invited to express their thoughts through writing or art, sharing their
personal perspectives on freedom, history, and the values that shape our country.

Deadline:
Monday, March 23, 2026 at 3:00 p.m.
Eligibility:
Any student in grades K-12 who is a legal resident of Monroe County.
Submission Requirements:
Students at each grade level may create artwork, including physical artwork submitted by
a printed photo of the artwork, a digital drawing, or a written essay.
Topic:
“What does America mean to you?”
Judging Criteria:
A panel of Monroe County America 250 Committee members will evaluate submissions
based on Student Voice (50%), Clarity of Idea (25%), and Presentation (25%).

Prizes:

Elementary School (K-2nd Grade)

Three winners will receive a patriotic America 250 medal
and $25 gift card. For more information on
Elementary School (3rd - 5th Grade) taiigﬁté%?illi?gg:seit/iilr
Three winners will receive a patriotic America 250 medal, $50 gift be entered:

card, and entry into America’s Field Trip - National Contest. ¥

Middle School (6th - 8th Grade) :

Three winners will receive a patriotic America 250 medal, $100 gift

card, and entry into America’s Field Trip - National Contest.

High School (9th - 12th Grade)

Two winners will receive a $1,000 scholarship and entry into

America’s Field Trip - National Contest. www.america250.org/fieldtrip

*Winning entries will need a parent permission slip completed in order to submit their entry into the National Contest




Submission Guidelines

Elementary School (K-2nd Grade)

Students will complete provided patriotic coloring sheet and submit physical sheet to
teacher by deadline.

Elementary School (3rd - 5th Grade)

Students may submit artwork, including an actual printed photo of the artwork, or a
short-written response (up to 100 words).

Middle School (6th - 8th Grade)

Students may submit artwork, including an actual printed photo of the artwork, or a

written response (up to 250 words).

High School (9th - 12th Grade)

Students may submit artwork, including an actual printed photo of the artwork, or a
written response (up to 500 words).

*All submissions should be turned in to classroom teacher (for grades K-5) or guidance counselor for Middle School
and High School students. Homeschool students please turn your submission in to your respective City Hall.

Do’s and Don’ts
Do’s
- Include your full name, address, email
address, school and grade.
- Have fun, be creative, and let your
individuality shine!

- Share your unique American story and
that of your family and/or community.
- Talk to teachers, parents, and
friends for ideas.

- Think about the next 250 years - your
submission can look to the future
as well as reflect the past.

- Adhere to submission guidelines.

Judging Criteria

Don’ts

- Submit work you did not
personally create. DO NOT USE Al.
- Develop an entry as a group.

- Include names or images of
family members or friends.

- Include any copyrighted
materials or plagiarize or use
another person’s work.

Student Voice - 50%

- Demonstrate an authentic
point of view.

- Expresses passion and
individually that feels
genuine.

- Highlights experiences that
showcase what makes
America unique.
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Clarity of Idea - 25%

- Connect personal and
academic experiences to the
contest question.

- Communicates ideas,
emotions, or stories effectively.
- Acknowledge America’s past
and/or celebrate its future
possibilities.

- Offers fresh insight and
innovative thinking.
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Presentation - 25%

- Engages the audience and
creates impact.
- Uses compelling, creative, or
memorable approach.
- Shows organization and polish.
- Effective execution and
clear format.
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