
  

   

    MINUTES OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 20, 2022 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ken Hartman at 7:37 PM. 

 

Roll call was taken:  Present: Poettker, Boothman, Loerch, Spielman, Gibbs and Hartman. 
 

Chairman Hartman asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the December 16, 

2021 meeting. The following changes were recommended:  

 Page 1, the fourth line from the bottom of the page – Correction to change the wording 

“Special Use” to “Special Sign” 

 Page 3, second paragraph  – Correction to change the word “Blatter” to “Blattner”. Misspelled 

three times.  

A motion was made by Poettker and seconded by Boothman to approve the minutes of December 16, 

2021 as amended. Motion carried. 
 

The Chairman asked if there were any citizens to address the Zoning Board of Appeals. There were 

none. 

 

The Chairman also asked if there were any corrections or deletions to the agenda.  

There were none. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

The Chairman asked if there was any old business. There was none.   

        

PETITIONS: 

Z-22-01-01 Review and Recommendations on Zoning Text Amendment to Section 40-4-15 

regarding the Business Sign Ordinance.  

 

The Zoning Administrator commented that the public notice for this petition was published in the 

January 05, 2022 edition of the Waterloo Republic Times.  

 

The Zoning Administrator distributed a revised version of the proposed business sign ordinance.  

The intent of changing the Business Sign Ordinance is to create a section for signage along the Illinois 

Route 3 corridor. The addition would eliminate freestanding signs and would allow up to an additional 

75 Sq. Ft. of signage for monument signs. The Zoning Administrator researched other municipalities’ 

sign ordinances and provided a spreadsheet with the city, population, sign area allowance, and other 

additional information as a comparison to Waterloo’s ordinance. He reviewed in detail the spreadsheet 

with the Zoning Board of Appeals members. Per the comparisons Waterloo’s maximum 200 Sq. Ft. of 

signage was lower than the majority of the city’s that were reviewed.  

 

Another document distributed was the amount of square footage per lot along Illinois Route 3 that was 

used in the determination of allowing an additional 75 Sq. Ft. of signage for monument signs. The goal 

is to keep the storefront signage the same, however, permit an additional sign allowance of 0.4 Sq. Ft 

per 1 foot of frontage along Illinois Route 3 for a monument sign. The Zoning Administrator stressed 

that the storefront signage and the monument signage would be separate entities and could not be used 

in combination to make a larger monument sign or more signage on the business storefront. The 

Illinois Route 3 corridor would encompass an area from the Northwinds to the Vanderbrook 



January 20, 2022 Zoning Board of Appeals Mins. – Cont. 

 

 

   

subdivisions and for business lots that encompass one business site. Business center signs would 

remain as stated in the zoning code.  

 

Monument signs will not exceed 6 feet in height above the existing finished grade or the elevation of 

the adjacent street, whichever is higher to a maximum height of 12 feet. For each additional 5-foot 

setback from the property line along Illinois Route 3, the sign height may increase by one foot for a 

maximum of twelve (12) feet in height.   

 

The proposed change would make the Route 3 corridor more aesthetically pleasing and would apply 

only to the business signage along Illinois Route 3.  

 

Various signs were discussed along the Route 3 corridor, and the existing freestanding signs would be 

grandfathered in. The ordinance would be for future signage along the Illinois Route 3 corridor.  

 

The Zoning Administrator reviewed the proposed changes for Section 40-4-15 regarding the Business 

Sign Ordinance and mentioned that the suggested changes are indicated in red text. These changes are 

meant to clarify the code.  Detailed attention was given to Section (L)(8), which is the newly proposed 

addition to business signs on the Illinois Route 3 corridor 

 

The following corrections to the proposed sign ordinance were suggested:  

 Remove the word “between” in item (G)(3) so the sentence would read “…90% dusk to dawn” 

instead of  “…90% between dusk to dawn.  

 Change item (L)(6) to read “Monument signs shall be a maximum of six feet high”.  

There was discussion regarding clarification on subdivision signage, but no changes were made.  

 

The Board expressed appreciation for the work the Zoning Administrator put into this proposal. 

 

Motion was made by Gibbs and seconded by Loerch to recommend approval of the  

Recommendations on Zoning Text Amendment to Section 40-4-15 regarding the Business Sign 

Ordinance with the recommended changes 

Members voted as follows: YES – Gibbs, Poettker, Boothman,  Loerch, Spielman and Hartman. 

Motion carried.  

 

COMMENTS: 

The Chairman asked if there were any comments.  

The Zoning Administrator commented that there would be a bulk area variance request and a possible 

Special Sign Permit from Scooters for the February Board of Appeals Meeting.  
         

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 PM was made by Poettker and seconded by Spielman.  

Motion carried. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Mechelle Childers. 


